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1, CZECHOSLOVAKIA: Benes not to r_grmux_nmgem:us_ |
Ambassador Steinhardt has been told
that Benes
has no desire to leave Czechoslovakia a me even i

his “‘escape’’ could be arranged. Benes told source that:
(a) ke had no intention of resigning the presidency “for the
present’’; and (b) the Communists are moving ‘‘much too
fagt’’ and the Czechoslovak people cannot be held *“in bond-
age’’ for more than two years. Source added that Benes’
views reficcted the prevalent opinion in Prague that the
future of democracy in Czechoslovakia depends entively
“upon US-Soviet relations. ‘ '

2. GERMANY: Plebiscite op German unity -~The Department
of State concurs with US Ambassador Murphy’'s view that
the western powers can best minimize the effectlveness of

( ' . a plebiseite on Gerwmn vnity{proposed by the Soviet- :

' sponzored Peoples’ Congress) by not interfering with it and

by conducting a-publicily campaign to reveal the plebiscite
as a Communist maneuver. Murphy believes that the Peoples’ N
Congress promises to be the most successiul Communist e
“gopular front’”’ move in Germany up fo the present time
and that its appeal to German nzationalist sentiments is likely
to attract considerable support even in the Western Zones.

(CIA Comment: CIA believes that the proposed plebl-
seite will be a major reinforcement of the Communist “unity”’
propagandz line and will be much more effeciive in western
Gormany than the previcus Communist efforis.)

NBAR BEAST-AFRICA

3. MAG: Unrest reporied at all-time high--US Ambassador
Wadsworth, characterizing the internal sliuation in fraq as
“geriously disturbing,”’ reporis fat politico-sccial unrest
18 ot an all-time high. Wadsworth indicates that rellable
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TEpOris of exiensive crop fellures have accentuetad exisiitg
wnvest aver the bread shortage, scaring food prices (aow §t
4 new high), market imeotivity, and unemaployment. He adds
mat recont strikes and sgitntion suggest the possibility tint

“a weil-directed suhversive force has been tee!.iaf ont its
styencid in antteination of an alleodt effort”’
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